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There should be 

so much more, 

not of orange, 

of words, of how 

terrible orange is,

and life. 

—Frank O’Hara, 
“Why I Am Not a Painter”





At www.dow.com, Jane can access stock quotes, quarterly and 
annual reports, and proxy statements with just a click of her non-
experimental mouse. 

Or Jane can click on Dow’s quotation of an anonymous Native 
American proverb:  “We do not inherit the Earth from our ances-
tors: we borrow it from our children.” 

Jane enters the word “Vietnam” in Dow’s search engine. No docu-
ments match her query. 

She enters the word “napalm.” No documents match her query. 

She enters the words “agent orange.” No documents match 
her query.

Dow’s search & destroy engine does not appear to be functioning 
properly, Jane says to Dick. 

Or, perhaps it is functioning all too well.
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2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin

When the U.S. government announces restrictions on the domestic 
use of 2,4,5-T, Dow, Monsanto, and other multinational herbicide 
manufacturers appeal the restrictions on the grounds that the 
herbicide’s toxic contaminate, dioxin, is a “weak teratogen.”

What’s a teratogen, Dick asks Jane.

ter a to [from Gr. teras, teratos, a wonder, monster] a combining 
form meaning monster, monstrosity, as in teratology

teratology 1. That branch of biological science which deals with 
monsters or malformation

—Webster’s Universal Unabridged Dictionary
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“Only we can prevent forests” is the motto of the Ranch Hands, 
soldiers assigned to defoliate the Vietnam countryside. For all 
new Ranch Hands, one of the rites of passage is to drink a glass 
of Agent Orange. The Ranch Hands spray over 19 million gallons 
of Agent Orange and other herbicides over Vietnam.

What are the consequences for the Vietnamese, their children, 
and their children’s children still living with residues of 19 million 
gallons of Agent Orange, Jane asks Dick.

What are the consequences for Americans, their children, and 
their children’s children? 

The Department of Veteran Affairs now presumes that the 2.6 
million military personnel who served in Vietnam were exposed 
to Agent Orange. 

After years of protests, research, litigation, and congressional 
hearings, veterans finally are entitled to compensation under the 
Agent Orange Benefits Act for diseases associated with their 
exposure to Agent Orange.

Children of Vietnam veterans born with the birth defect, spina 
bifida, are also eligible for heath care and other benefits. With the 
passage of the Agent Orange Benefits Act, the U.S. government, 
for the first time, is compensating a second generation for health 
problems related to the contamination of their parents.
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The U.S. Air Force proposes to dispose of 1,400,000 gallons of 
highly contaminated Agent Orange by:

a) selling Agent Orange to the Brazilian govern-
ment to clear undeveloped land

b) incinerating Agent Orange at a commercial site 
in Deer Park, Texas

c) returning Agent Orange to Dow and Monsan-
to

d) burying Agent Orange in deep underground 
cavities created by nuclear test explosions

e) incinerating Agent Orange in a remote area of 
the Pacific Ocean

f) extracting the dioxin contaminate to make 
Agent Orange commercially viable 

g) burying the dioxin contaminate from Agent 
Orange in a landfill in West Covina, a suburb of 
Los Angeles

h) all of the above

b a n  l o c a l l y

d u m p  g l o b a l l y



4.1:the coconut paradox
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All coconuts are white. 
All nonwhite things are non-coconuts. 

Melville’s Moby Dick is not about an experimental mouse but 
a whale. People who have not read Moby Dick are considered 
“whale challenged.” Dick and Jane learned to read in the first 
grade. Moby Dick is one of Jane’s favorite books.

Call me Ishmael. In the 1956 movie version of Moby Dick, Gregory 
Peck as Captain Ahab announces to the crew of the Pequod that 
he alone knows the location of the great white whale. Peck/Ahab 
points to a map of the Bikini Atoll.

The human genome contains 3.2 billion letters of genetic code, 
Dick tells Jane. The same number of letters in 20,000 copies of 
Moby Dick.

If a thing is a coconut or not a coconut, 
then if it’s a coconut, it’s white.

A  C  G  T

But hit a whale

in the heart 

and the whole ocean

turns red,

it turns red.

—Laurie Anderson, 
“Pieces and Parts”
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What is a “human radiation experiment,” Jane asks Dick.

The public now has access to the records of Project 4.1. Estab-
lished in 1954, Project 4.1 was a top-secret medical cadre who 
monitored the health of Rongelap and Utrik islanders exposed 
to radioactive fallout from the Bravo blast. 

DECLASSIFIED EXCERPT:

“Even though the radioactive contamination of Rongelap Island 
is considered perfectly safe for human habitation, the levels of 
activity are higher than those found in other inhabited locations 
in the world. The habitation of these people on the island will 
afford the most valuable ecological radiation data on human 
beings . . . . Data of this type has never been available. While it is 
true that these people do not live, I would say, the way Westerners 
do, civilized people, it is nevertheless also true that these people 
are more like us than like mice.”

FLASHFORWARD:

“There is no doubt that the AEC intentionally returned [Marshal-
lese] to islands which it considered to be ‘by far the most con-
taminated places in the world,’ but which it told the people were 
safe. Nor is there any doubt that the AEC, through Brookhaven 
National Laboratory, then planned and conducted test after 
test on these people to study their bodies’ reaction to life in that 
contaminated environment.”

—U.S. Representatives George Miller and Ron de Lugo, letter to 
the Committee on Human Radiation Experiments
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The Nuclear Crimes Tribunal has been established to compensate 
Marshall Islanders suffering from cancers associated with their 
exposure to radiation, Jane tells Dick. 

Nuclear Claims Tribunal, Dick says. Claims. Not crimes.

Jane reads Dick the thirty-four medical conditions eligible for 
compensation: 

Cancers of the thyroid, parathyroid, breast, pharynx, esophagus, 
stomach, small intestine, pancreas, bile ducts, gall bladder, liver, 
colon, bladder, salivary glands, ovaries, bronchi, brain, central 
nervous system kidney, rectum, cecum and skin; as well as leu-
kemia, lymphoma, growth retardation, mental retardation, bone 
marrow failure, meningioma, and beta burns.

Jane reads the Nuclear Crimes Tribunal’s conclusion: “Sadly, there 
is no end in sight.”

Franz Kafka wrote that a book must be an axe for the frozen seas 
within us, Jane tells Dick. 

What will be the axe for our inconsolable oceans of desolation 
and grief?

nuclear crimes  tribunal



We live in a county where more plant and animal species are 
endangered than in any other county in the continental United 
States, Jane tells Dick. Coastal sage scrub and chaparral are 
among the most threatened habitats in the world.

It is “no longer regarded as romantic but exceedingly realistic to 
fight for every tree, every plot of undeveloped land, every stream 
as yet unopposed,” Jane adds, quoting artist Joseph Beuys. 

We will not fight to save what we do not love.

Like Rachel Carson, I want to cultivate a sense of wonder so in-
destructible that it will sustain me my entire life, Jane tells Dick. 
I want this sense of wonder to help me understand that we are 
inextricably part of something larger than ourselves. I want this 
sense of wonder to help me embrace the fierce and relentless 
beauty of the world, rather than to destroy it.

The Endangered Species Act is now endangered.

“We cannot win this battle to save species and the environment 
without forging an emotional bond between ourselves and na-
ture as well,” Jane tells Dick, quoting eminent biologist Stephen 
Jay Gould. 

“For we will not fight to save what we do not love.” 

Rachel Carson loved the world deeply and intimately, Jane tells 
Dick. In her impassioned writing, Carson speaks for the commu-
nity in the widest sense possible, on behalf of all species. With 
a fierce passion and intensity, her collective works offer us the 
possibility that this world is not the only one possible.

The same year Carson publishes Silent Spring, Eileen and Peter 
Caddy and their friend Dorothy Maclean move to Findhorn and 
plant a garden in the inhospitable soil of coastal Scotland. Rather 
than annihilating the insects in their garden, they communicate 
with the deva spirits of their plants. The garden flourishes beyond 
their wildest expectations.
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